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Abstract

An Analysis on the Status and Characteristics of Cultural
Resources in Goyang City

Sunyoung Kwon*, Seolhwa Hwang*

The world 1s now transforming cities through culture. There are a growing
number of cases around the world that transform old waste facilities or idle spaces
into cultural places to revitalize local vitality and create local image and brand. And
even in Korea, more people are recognizing the importance of culture as to its
contribution to the regional growth and development. “Cultural Impact Assessment”
and “Cultural Urban Regeneration” are the proof of those. Goyang city also needs to
accommodate theses cultural view on establishing the policies and its execution for
sustainable growth of the region.

Cultural policies of Goyang city seems to be focused on quantitative growth of
cultural infrastructures from the late 1980s(the period of developing the first Ilsan
New Town) to the mid 2000s. This would be effective in the developing period, but
would it work for the next decade as well? To answer this question, it is necessary
to examine the cultural policies of Goyang—si and analyze the current status of
cultural resources so that a basic research is needed to clearly diagnose the current
state. Therefore, this research implements the policy analysis, cultural resource

investigation to suggest new approaches of cultural policies that will allow to

* Goyang Research Institute, Goyang, Korea
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culturalize the region and the citizens’s lifestyle.

In order to analyze the current status of cultural resources in Goyang, we
divided ‘cultural resources’ into four areas: historical resource, art resource,
broadcasting and visual resource, life—living resource. In addition, to analyze the
characteristics of cultural resources by region of Goyang, it was analyzed by the
living zones in the east, west, south, and north of the city.

The research results are as follows. First, Goyang City has abundant historical
and cultural resources mainly in Deokyang—gu, where is in the south and north of
the city. The Plan to utilize and promote the historic resources, as well as the
system and policies for preserving and protecting them, are needed. In addition, it
is necessary to establish a history museum where the city manages its own relics
excavated, and to support archeology research for the transmission and inheritance
of historical resources.

Second, as a new cultural resource, broadcasting and visual resources are found
to be an important part of Goyang city. Not only companies related to broadcasting
and video (production and distribution companies) but also movie theaters that the
citizens can enjoy are mainly established in the eastern area(Ilsandong—gu). It is
expected that these characteristics will be used to develop new tourism resources
and foster brand products in Goyang.

Third, public libraries are mainly located in the eastern and western parts, which
are the urban area of Goyang, and there are many 'Small Libraries’ in the south and
north, which are old or undeveloped areas of the city. In Goyang city, the number
of library visitors is steadily decreasing (which is similar to the national trend), so
it 1s necessary to find a policy to increase citizens' visit rate to libraries rather than
building more libraries. For example, it may be possible to combine the existing
spaces in the library and diversify the functions so that citizens can recognize and

visit the library as a living and cultural space as well as a place to borrow or study
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books.

Based on the results of the research, the following directions and tasks of
cultural policy are suggested. @ Growth centered on space, not expansion of
facilities, @ Support for new cultural resources (e.g. broadcasting and visual
resources), B Systematic archiving and utilization of existing cultural resources
(historical and cultural resources), @ Support for research on cultural resources,

etc.



